Within the species Zea Mays several anthocyanin plant colors occur. All the important dent varieties and many of the sweet and pop corns grown in and adjacent to the corn belt of the United States, however, belong to a single color class, viz., dilute sun red. It is an interesting question whether the presence of this particular pigment is purely fortuitous or whether the color was chosen because it was thought to confer some advantage on the plant. The early literature on corn is singularly devoid of reference to pigmentation other than that of the kernel, and it seems likely, therefore, that little notice was taken of the plant colors. The early corn breeders, doubtless, were interested largely in characteristics whose relation to yield in heterogeneous material is more or less obvious, and the anthocyanin colors are clearly not in this category. No evidence has been found, moreover, to indicate that at any later period in the history of corn improvement the possible physiological significance of the different anthocyanin plant colors has been considered.
